Mountain Vista Governor’s School
Summer Assignments: Humanities 2/Government
2011-2012

Please read each of the following works before the first day of school:
· The Autobiography of Malcolm X by Malcolm X and Alex Haley
· The Astonishing Life of Octavian Nothing, Traitor to the Nation, Volume 1: The Pox Party by M.T. Anderson
· Hardball by Chris Matthews 

In addition, please complete the following assignments to accompany the readings:
1.  Reading Journal
Choose either The Autobiography of Malcolm X or The Astonishing Life of Octavian Nothing and create a reading journal.  As you read, pause approximately every 30-40 pages and write a brief response to that particular phase of the book.  Your responses should include:
· Time and date information (when are you reading)
· Atmosphere information (where you are reading, what’s going on around you)
· Your personal reaction to what is happening.  (Ex:  I like a certain character.  I don’t like another character.  I find it interesting that blah blah is happening.)
· Enough plot information to properly explain your feelings. Note: This is not a summary journal.  You only need enough plot information to explain your reactions.           (Ex: When Billy-Bob drove his tractor over the embankment, it made me feel sad.) 
· A summative journal which discusses your reaction to the book as a whole.  

The reading journal is due on the first day of Humanities class (submit to the Humanities teacher at your campus: Ms. Harrington in Middletown or Ms. Hayes in Warrenton).  You may, of course, submit it via email prior to the first day of school. A hard copy of the journal will not be required. (Alternatively, it is no problem if you’d like to handwrite your journal.)

2.  Hardball by Chris Matthews 
Chris Matthews is the host of a news show and a former Congressional aide who details what he has learned throughout his career in politics in the book Hardball.  In the book, Matthews defines the title term:
Hardball is clean, aggressive Machiavellian politics. It is the discipline of gaining and holding power, useful to any profession or undertaking, but practiced most openly and unashamedly in the world of public affairs.  

Matthews supports his observations and conclusions with quotes from a variety of sources.  On the next page, you will find a list of political maxims from Hardball along with a series of quotes from the book. Your task is to choose five quotes, and address topics A and B below for each.  In terms of length, you will need two paragraphs (1st paragraph to describe the context of the quote; 2nd to analyze the quote as it relates to one of the political maxims).  BE VERY SPECIFIC!

A.   Describe the context of the quote, giving appropriate details including the speaker and background of the quote.
B.   Explain and analyze its meaning using one of the listed political maxims.

The Hardball assignment should be submitted to Dr. Felts (this applies to students from both campuses).  It may be emailed prior to the first day of school or brought to the first day of Government class.  It will be part of the first day’s work for Government.
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 Political Maxims
• What've ya done for me lately?                                              
• All politics is local
• Triangulation                                                              
• It's better to receive than to give
• Dance with the one that brung ya.                              
• Keep your enemies in front of you
• Don't Get Mad; Don't Get Even; Get Ahead                        
• Leave no shot unanswered.
• Hang a Lantern on Your Problem                              
• Politics = Power
• Only talk when it improves the silence                                 
• Retail politics

Quotes (Taken from the latest edition of Hardball)
1. "He's not going to win. It's a Republican district. He'd be better for us is he loses. He'll work for me. He'll bring his organization with him."
2. He was positioning himself with enormous science, establishing himself in the public mind not as an aloof head of government but as the man next door. Every action was designed to make him appear close to the people and distant from the government.
3. “I've lived across the street from you for 18 years ... I shoveled your walk in winter. I cut your grass in summer ... I didn't think I had to ask you for your vote. He never forgot her response. 'Tom, I want you to know something: people like to be asked."
4. "Better to have them p....n' inside the tent than outside p....n' in."
5. ... the elections of 1994 were a rough slap in the face. His party lost control of both houses of Congress for the first time since 1954 ... Rather than join his fellow Democrats in defeat, he took advisor Dick Morris's advice ... “parroting the rhetoric of the congressional Democrats would merely be sharing the storm cellar with them ... Adopting the Republican agenda begged the question. The president needed to take a position that blended the best of each party's position.”
6. Florida Senator, Lawton Chiles, rejected the well-tailored dark blue suit so fashionable in D.C. “When I dress like that, no one comes up to me in the airport to say hello."
7. "Cry Baby", screamed the headline of the New York Daily News above a picture of Newt in diapers. "Newt's Tantrum: He closed down the government because Clinton made him sit at the back of the plane."
8. "... His message came across clear and appealing ... He described America as a country 'where no Catholic prelate would tell the President -- should he be a Catholic - how to act and no Protestant minister would tell his parishioners for whom to vote. This is a country where religious liberty is so indivisible that an act against one Church is treated as an act against all."
9. JFK would call 5 or 6 ... LBJ would take 19 names and call them all.
10. The purpose of the war room was not just to respond to Republican attacks ... It was to respond to them fast, even before they were broadcasted or published, when the lead of the story was still rolling around in the reporter's mind...


